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according to Pythagoras, the tinkling of a brass pot is the
voice of a demon imprisoned in the brass.1 A traveller in
the Sahara was once informed by one of his savage escort
that he had just killed a devil. It appeared that the devil
was the traveller's watch, which the savage had found, and
hearing it tick had concluded that there was a devil inside.
Accordingly he smashed it by hurling it against a tree.
This was in the desert, where it would have been unsafe to
quarrel with his escort. So the traveller concealed his
anguish under a smiling face till he reached the next town,
where he took steps which rather damped the joy of that
savage.2 Yet the savage did no more than Pythagoras, if he
had been true to his principles, might have done in the same
circumstances.
Again, Pythagoras believed that an earthquake was
caused by the dead men fighting with each other under-
ground, and so shaking the earth.3 I have collected many
savage explanations of earthquakes, but none, perhaps, quite
so savage as this of Pythagoras. The nearest approaches to
it are the following. The Tlinkeet Indians on the north-west
coast of America suppose that the earth rests upon a pillar
which is guarded by a woman ; so, when the gods fight
with the woman for the possession of the pillar, in order that
they may destroy the earth and its inhabitants, the pillar
shakes, and this produces an earthquake.4 The Andaman
islanders, who long ranked, though unjustly, amongst the
lowest of savages, think that earthquakes are caused by the
spirits of the dead, who, impatient at the delay of the resurrec-
tion, shake the palm-tree on which they believe the earth to
rest.5 When the people of Timor, an East Indian island,
feel the shock of an earthquake, they knock on the ground
and call out, " We are still here," to let the souls of the
dead who are struggling to get up know that there is no
room for them on the surface of the earth.6 Even this,
1  Porphyry, Vit. Pythag. 41.               sischen.   Amerika ",   Acta   societatis
2  Mohammed       Ibn - Omar      El     scientiarum Fennicae, iv. (Helsingfors,
Tounsy,  Voyage au   Ouaday  (Paris,      1856), p. 346 seq.
1851), p. 538 seq.                                       5 E. H. Man, Aboriginal Inhabit-
3  Aelian, Var. hist. iv. 17.                   ants of the Andaman Islands, p. 86.
4  H.J.Holmberg,"Ethnographische        6 A. Bastian, Indonesian, ii. p. 3.
Skizzen iiber  die  Volker des  Rus-     Compare id., in VerhandL d. Berlin.